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DECLARATION — Utility or Design Patent Application 



t hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code §120 of any United States appllcation(s), or §365(c) of any PCT international 
application designating the United States of America, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior United States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code 
§112, \ acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations §1.56 
which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. Parent Application 
Number 



10/197. 479 
09/644, 650 
08/913, 170 



PCT Parent 
Number 



PCT/JP96/00519 



Parent Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 



07/18/2002 
08/24/2000 
05/09/1997 
03/05/1996 



Parent Patent Number 

(if applicable) 



6, 557, 047 
6, 138, 173 



Transmitted herewith Is a Division of Application No.1 0/1 97,479, filed July 18, 2002, 

which is a Division of Application No.09/644,650 filed Aug. 24, 2000, (now U.S. Pat No. 6,557,047) 
which is a Division of Application No. 08/913,170 filed Sep. 5, 1997, (now U.S. Pat No. 6,138,731) 

which is the U.S. National Stage of PCT/JP96/0051 9, filed Mar. 5, 1996. 

| j Additional U.S. or PCT international application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/Q2B attached hereto. 



As a named invsmor, ! hereby appoint the following registered practi tioners) to prosecute 1his app lication and to tra nsact all business in the Patent 



and Trademark Office connected therewith: r~ j customer Number I 

OR 1 



1 1 Registered practitioners) name/registration number listed below 



Place Customer 
Number Bar Code 
Label hers 



Name 



Registration 
Number 



Name 



Registration 
Number 



U Additional registered practitioner{s) named on supplemental Registered Practitioner Information sheet PTO/SB702C attached hereto. 



Direct ail correspondence to: □ Customer Number 

or Bar Code Label 



OR j^j Correspondence address below 



Name 



Tadahiko Hisano 



Address 



18-1 Hinomine, 4-chome, Kita-ku 



Address 



City 



Kobe-shi 



Country 



JAPAN 



Telephone 



Hyogo-ken 



(81-78)583 2317 



ZIP 



Fax 



651-12 



(81-78)583 3711 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. ^ 



Name of Sole or First Inventor 



I I A petition has been filed for this unsigned inventor 



Given Name (first and middle flf any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Tadahiko 



HISANO 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: City 



Kobe-shi 



State {Hyogo-ke4 Country | TAPAN 



Citizenship 



Japanese 



Post Office Address 



18-1 Hinomine, 4-chome, Kita-ku 



Post Office Address 



City 



Kobe-Shi State Hyogo-ken j ZIP 



651-12 



Country 



JAPAN 



□Additional inventors are being named on the supplemental Additional tnventor(s) sheets) PTO/SB/02A attached hereto 
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PTO/SB/01 (3-97) I 
Approved for use through 9/30/98. OMB 0651-0032 ""fr" 



Under the Paoenaortc Reriurti™ Art „f 100* Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

avaWOMBSnu" ' ° PM ° n * r9<,U,r8d l ° reSP ° nd * 3 C0 " eCCon <* if>for ^ fo " «*»»» it contains 



r 

DECLARATION FOR 
UTILITY OR DESIGN 
PATENT APPLICATION 



(2 Declaration 
Submitted 
with Initial 
Filing 



□ Declaration 
OR Submitted after 
Initial Filing 



Attorney Docket Number 




First Named Inventor 


Tadahiko HISANO 


COMPLETE !F KNOWN ^ 


Application Number 




Filing Date 




Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 





As a below named Inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address, and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

Itna^lLT! H e K 0f ] 9ln f ''/I? 3n t 5016 hV8nt0r (if ° nly 008 n - ame is listed below ) or an ori 9inal, first and joint inventor (if plural 
names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled : 



External storage device and method of accessing same 



the specification of which 

is attached hereto 
OR 

□ was filed on (MM/DD/YYYY) 



(Title of the Invention) 



Application Number 



and was amended on (MM/DD/YYYY) 



as United States Application Number or PCT International 

(if applicable). 



L^hL^k tG mat ' h3 ^ e rev j ewed and understand the contents of the above identified specrfication, including the claims as 
amended by any amendment specifically referred to above. y ' 

^acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in Title 37 Code of FederaLRegulations, 



I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code §119 (a)-(d) or § 365(b) of any foreion aoDlicationfs) for 
ffi%!!2?if MSPft h t!? 5 (a) ?K any PC J application wnich designated { S\VJ^^^n^o^X^B 

™or ? s c^i?L^ or rrf ^v d pr^ , °^ an ^ haV ? 3,S ? K ^ nW ? d be,0W ^ by Ched<in 9 the box ' any fore 'S n a PP^«°n for patent or 
claTmed Cert ' f,Cate ' ° r any PCT '"ternational application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is 



Prior Foreign Application 
Numbers) 



7-70452 

7-231975 

7-279866 



Country 



JAPAN 
JAPAN 
JAPAN 



Foreign Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 



03/06/1995 
08/16/1995 
10/04/1995 



Priority 
Not Claimed 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



The certified copy 
was filed in prior 
Application 
PCT/JP96/00519. 



13 Additional foreign application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto- 


1 hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional aoDlicationfs^ listen h*iow 


Application Number(s) 


Filing Date (MM/DD/YYYY) 


j | Additional provisional application 
numbers are listed on a 
supplemental priority data sheet 
PTO/SB/02B attached hereto. 
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Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 0.4 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 



PTO/SB/09 (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31^99. QMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office; US, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



VERIFIED STATEMENT CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY STATUS 
(37 CFR 1 .9(f) & 1 .27(b))— INDEPENDENT INVENTOR 



Docket Number (Optional) 



Applicantor Patentee: Tadahiko Hisarto 



Application or Patent No. : _ 
Filed or Issued: 



Title" £ x t erna l storage device and method of accessing same 



As a below named inventor, f hereby declare that I qualify as an independent inventor as defined in 37 CFR 
1 .9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees to the Patent and Trademark Officedescribed in: 

[X[ the specification filed herewith with title as listed above. 

| [ the application identified above. 

| | the patent identified above. 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed, or licensed, and am under no obligation undercontractorlaw to assign, 
grant, convey, or license, any rights in the invention to any person who would not qualify as an independent inventor 
under 37 CFR 1 .9(c) if that person had made the invention, or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 
business concern under 37 CFR 1 .9(d)or a nonprofitorganization under 37 CFR 1 .9(e). 

Each person, concern, or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, orlicensed oram under an 
obligation under contractor law to assign, grant, convey, or license any rights in the invention is listed below: 

(X| No such person, concern, or organization exists. 

| | Each such person, concern, or organization is listed below. 



Separate verified statements are required from each named person, concern, or organization having rights to the 
invention averring to theirstatus as small entities. (37 CFR 1 .27) 

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any change in status resulting in loss of 
entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any 
maintenance fee due after the date on which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate. (37 CFR 1 -28(b)) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; andflirther that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1 001 
of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application, any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this verified statement is directed. 

Tadahiko Hisano 



NAME OF INVENTOR NAME OF INVENTOR NAME OF INVENTOR 

l 



7 (!k£(Lllfa? liiMLALO 

Signature of inventor Signature of inventor Signature of inventor 

fkA. XV . loot 

Date Date Date 



%rden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.3 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this torm snouid be sent to the Chief Information =€H8egv-Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231, OO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS- SEND TO: Ass^iflt«^^>nissto nsr for Patents. 
Washington, DC 20231. 



